Central pattern generator I have read the recent article of Dr IlIis I with great interest. I agree with the argument that the increase in EMG activity observed during the locomotor training in paraplegic patients 2 is no absolute proof for training effect,
because we did not have an adequate control group.
Nevertheless there are other observations supporting the view of a training effect, discussed elsewhere 3 .
However, the conclusion drawn by Dr IlIis that 'These studies do not absolutely prove the existence of a central pattern generator in man ... ' appears to be based on a wrong fact. Our assumption of a spinal pattern generator in man was not based on the increase in EMG-activity but on a fact that a coordinated, complex EMG pattern in the leg muscles could be induced in complete paraplegic patients.
The author doubts the novelty and significance of our results. However in our papers on the locomotor training in paraplegic patients 2 , 3 leg muscle EMG activity was systematically recorded in all patients during the training period, the EMG was quantified and further analysed.
Only by such a methodological approach changes can be detract from its overall impact. It is
